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Eg(jptian kingship has traditiona”g been
aPProacnecl through rogal evidence:
bombastic rhetoric, monumental architecture,
images of conquest and triumph. Inrecent
years, scnolarship has slowlg moved away from
narratives focused so!ely on rogal monuments
and texts to interrogate how |<ings and
kingship fit into broader ancient Eggptian

societg. Luiza Osorio G. Silva’s current book

Prcﬂect, Kings from Below, seeks to better
understand where, when, whg, and how non-
rogal Eggptians in sPeciﬁcallg the Middle
Kingclom engagecl with kingsnip What changes
about the modern understanding of ancient
‘(ingship when these kinds of concerns are
taken into consideration alongside official
icleologg? The ways in which non~r09a] PCOP]C
engagecl with the rogal institution were variable
and varied. Rather than an ancient l‘:gypt in
which culture was defined Primari]y in terms of
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l(ingship, non—rogal evidence highlights that
the relevance of roya] power was highly
dependent on social context and the

circumstances of different actors.

Luiza Osorio G. Silva is Assistant Professor of Art History, Arclﬁaeologg, and Visual Studies at the
University of California, Irvine. Her current main research interests include ancient Egyptian kingslﬁip and
monumentalitg, sPeciﬁcang the non-rogal cxpcrience of kingsl’wip in the Middle Kingdom (ca. 20%0-1650
BCE). Luiza is otherwise interested in matcriality, the intersection of space and power, the contexts and
audiences for art and architecture, and the writing, of historical narratives. She is currentlg the Assistant
Director of the Mastaba of Akhmerutnisut Documentation Project (Giza, Eggpt) and an archacologist for
the Mem[:)his-Kom cl—r:akhrg Arcl’waeological Project (Mem[:)his, Eggpt). As a Brazilian Eggptologist,

Luiza is committed to further devcloping Eggptological studies in Brazil and Portugal, as well as making
the ancient world more accessible to diverse audiences. To that end, she co-hosts a Poclcast with two

co”cagues about ancient Eggpt in Portuguese, titled "Tres egiptélogues entram num bar".

i you are not 9e’c a member of the American Research Center in EggFi(ARC,E) Orange Countg Chap’cer, now is a

great time to s_igwp, It's your chance to erjog many ARCE membership benefits and become part of our mission of
{:acilitating the studg, excavation, Prescrvatfon and renovation of imPortant historical artifacts and sites from the

Pharaonic through the Medieval Period.

Sincerelg,

ARCE-OC - American Research Center in Eggpt Orange Countg Chapter

American Research Center in Egypt Orange County Chapter | Bowers Museum 2002 North
Main Street | Santa Ana, CA 92706 US
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