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EGYPTIAN NUMERALS 

 

The Ancient Egyptians had symbols for numbers.  See if you can read the 
example below after studying the list of number signs. 

 

Number Hieroglyphs 

. .1 . . . . . . . . . . .10 . . . . . . . . . . .100. . . . . . . . . . .1000 
 

. . . . . . . . . . .10,000. . . . . . . . . . .100,000 . . . . . . . . . . .1 ,000,000 
 
 

EXAMPLE 

 
 

1,246,323 
 

Numbers precede the noun when they are this long. Only numbers under 
1000 come AFTER the noun. 
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What did Ancient Egyptians have to count?  Some examples: 

 

  
 

Number of workers     Number of cattle 

Number of days worked    Amount of land plowed 

Jars and baskets of food supplies   Wages for the farmer 

Loaves of bread baked or distributed  Amount of wheat harvested 

 

How would you write 500 houses?        _______________     

12 towns?              _______________  
   

3003 Singers to the God?   ___________________   
 

2 beers?         _______________. .  


